Book reviews
Syndromes of Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation by Robert M Hardaway III MD FACS FACA FAAST pp xvi +466 illustrated $17.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1966 This monograph is a timely addition to the world literature. The author has an unrivalled experience of the experimental aspects of this subject as illustrated by the inclusion of 70 papers in the bibliography by himself and his co-workers.
The text covers a wide field beginning with an introduction to the mechanisms involved in these syndromes, the effect on the blood coagulation system and the factors that initiate and inhibit the explosive intravascular coagulation. A survey of the problems of 'shock' and heemorrhage due to acquired coagulation defect follows. Finally the author reviews the various clinical syndromes in man where disseminated intravascular coagulation may initiate or complicate the disease. This description covers some 40 clinical states, not all of them rare.
It is well illustrated but some of the case histories, while interesting, do not add much to the argument. The bibliography is large and up to date. When one reads this book one is both fascinated and sceptical. Those working in this and related fields will find much fact and opinion with which they disagree. The style of writing is good and easy to read, yet fact and hypothesis have been mixed together far too much to create a convincing thesis. Generally there is an absence of critical approach and emphasis, and the reader must keep this in mind. Surely the Shwartzman reaction merits more than a couple of pages in any review of this subject?
Nevertheless, the views expressed are provocative and provide a great deal of food for thought, further experimental work and therapeutic trial.
This book should be read by surgeons, physicians, obstetricians, pathologists and hematologistsfrom cover to cover. The writer of this book has long been a leading figure in the gynecological world. The Mahfouz Museum in Cairo with its three-volume, fivelanguage catalogue is only one of his many achievements. Now he unfolds the story of his lifewritten in the first place, he tells us, at the insistence of his family. Seldom can any man have had such an amazing record of adventure, and of achievement in the face of adversity. The biography is essentially episodal, but each event is related so interestingly that the reader is quickly fascinated by the colourful glimpses of Egyptian life and customs as they are portrayed through the mature mind of one who is still professionally active although now in the ninth decade of life.
Here is a book for the doctor and for the doctor's wife; it should find a place on many a bedside book-shelf. It is confined to the campaigns in North Africa, Sicily, Italy and Southern France and it describes, with characteristic detail and thoroughness, the organization of the Medical Corps as adapted to the demands of the various fields and circumstances of operation in these campaigns, the methods and lines of evacuation of battle casualties, the establishment of hospitals and the problems of medical supply in these overseas commands.
This volume does not purport to deal with the clinical aspects of the medical and surgical treatment of the troops on active service, but emphasis is laid on the methods adopted for the prevention of casualties in the face of the ever present menace of decimation of the force by local endemic diseases, notably malaria and dysentery. The heavy potential burden of the treatment and disposal of psychiatric casualties receives careful mention; reference is also included in each section to the organization and deployment of the dental and veterinary services.
The reader will be impressed by the obvious benefits to the administrative planning and machinery resulting from practical experience gained under actual battle conditions, which
